Table 1. Federal Minimum Wage Rates, 1938-2006 

	Public law 
	Effective date 
	Rate 

	P.L. 75-718 (Enacted June 25, 1938) 
	October 1938
October 1939
October 1945 
	$0.25
0.30
0.40 

	P.L. 81-393 (Enacted October 26, 1949) 
	January 1950 
	0.75 

	P.L. 84-381 (Enacted August 12, 1955) 
	March 1956 
	1.00 

	P.L. 87-30 (Enacted May 5, 1961) 
	September 1961
September 1963 
	1.15
1.25 

	P.L. 89-601 (Enacted September 23, 1966) 
	February 1967
February 1968 
	1.40
1.60 

	P.L. 93-259 (Enacted April 8, 1974) 
	May 1974
January 1975
January 1976 
	2.00
2.10
2.30 

	P.L. 95-151 (Enacted November 1, 1977) 
	January 1978
January 1979
January 1980
January 1981 
	2.65
2.90
3.10
3.35 

	P.L. 101-157 (Enacted November 17, 1989) 
	April 1990
April 1991 
	3.80
4.25 

	P.L. 104-188 (Enacted August 20, 1996) 
	October 1996
September 1997 
	4.75
5.15 
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