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Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I appreciate this opportunity to comment briefly at the outset of this important series of hearings.
Over the past several years, our nation has devoted tens of billions of dollars to our military efforts in Iraq, both in terms of the expenses of the war itself and also the reconstruction of the Iraqi economy.  While much progress has been made, progress can be no excuse for fraud and waste.
It is imperative for Congress to fulfill its constitutional duty of oversight to ensure that the taxpayers’ money is not squandered and, more importantly, that our service men and women are getting all the resources they need.
I also note that cost overruns during a time of war are as old as the Republic.  This does not justify financial mismanagement or, worse, graft and unethical conduct.  However, it does underscore the fact that the issues before our Committee this week are not unique.

For example, Abraham Lincoln’s Secretary of War, Simon Cameron, was notoriously corrupt.  As one historian has written, and I quote:
(Cameron’s) corruption was so notorious that Congressman Thaddeus Stevens, when discussing Cameron's honesty with Lincoln, told Lincoln that, “I don't think that he would steal a red hot stove.” When Cameron demanded Stevens retract this statement, Cameron told Lincoln, “I believe I told you he would not steal a red-hot stove. I will now take that back.”

Sixty years ago, the Truman Commission found huge quantities of money going to waste or worse in FDR’s Administration during World War II.  

So, even if troubling and disgraceful things come to light this week, we cannot let our work devolve into partisan finger-pointing.  
Finally, let’s remember that Congress’s own record on matters of financial management should keep us from pounding the ethical pulpit too stridently.  One survey shows that a majority of the American people believe that more than half of all federal spending is wasteful.  For all of us on this distinguished Committee, that speaks directly, and shamefully, to our stewardship of the nation’s budget.
Our constituents and all Americans deserve an honest accounting of spending surrounding the conflict in Iraq.  That is not in dispute.  And where there has been incompetence or malfeasance, it needs to be revealed and, where appropriate, prosecuted.  
So, let us proceed not with an agenda of retribution but rather with a commitment both to public integrity and honest inquiry.  Let us not look for peevish political advantage but for that often elusive but always needed quality, the truth.  And let us apply only the same standard to this Administration’s stewardship of Iraq reconstruction as we do to our own work here on 
Capital Hill.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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