Congressman Sali’s Opening Statement for H.R. 2337 - the Energy Policy Reform and Revitalization Act

Good morning Mr. Chairman and Ranking Member, we are here today to hold a hearing on H.R.2337, the Energy Policy Reform and Revitalization Act.   Let me start out by saying that I am opposed to this bill in its entirety.  This bill is supposed to be an energy bill that will address our national energy policy and secure and revitalize its future.  It does none of those things.

I was hoping that this bill would be a bipartisan effort to solve our national energy crisis.  Yes crisis, I believe we are in one.  We are consuming more than we are producing and now the solution to this crisis as offered by the majority, is a bill that will almost entirely cut off our domestic production.  That obviously would be the wrong direction.  Instead, we should increase both  exploration and production domestically.  That is no secret; it’s the rational response to  the circumstances in which we find ourselves and accounting for the dictates of the law of supply and demand. 

Instead of heading us in that rational direction this bill is just plain foolish.  It will eliminate everything that is energy.  The majority's proposal says no to nuclear energy, no to the resources of ANWR, no to our natural gas, no to offshore drilling, no to our vast oil shale deposits, no to hydropower, and no even to green  wind power.  In fact the only energy sources that are promoted by the majority's proposal are Solar and Coal.  Solar has the largest footprint of any option and is entirely unreliable for long term storage of the energy it captures.  While coal may be important to our energy future, we are all aware of the environmental challenges that will be unavoidable with increased reliance on coal.

Americans want clean and efficient energy.  We are demanding more of it.  Oil and natural gas from our federal lands and waters are critical to meeting the nation’s energy needs.  Our Federal land and water provide approximately 35% of all oil and 39% of all natural gas produced in the United States. The U.S. currently imports 61% of its crude oil and 15% of its natural gas.  
Our national security dictates that we stop importing so much energy from the Middle East.  It is not only expensive but foolish for us to depend on such politically unstable regions for our energy.  

This irrational legislation should go nowhere fast.  It is not an Energy Bill.  It should be titled the No-Energy bill because it does nothing to improve the energy future of average Americans.  In fact, it will make every American’s life more difficult by drastically increasing the prices they will have to pay for energy.  This is a serious topic to my constituents and to me because this bill is a step in the wrong direction. This bill does nothing to reduce our dependence on foreign energy sources or prevent the outsourcing of U.S. based jobs. It will hurt our manufacturing sector badly.

For those who may disagree with my comments, I challenge you to asses what this bill will do to the average person at the gas pump.  This bill will result in dramatically higher gas prices and I submit we just can't do that to our fellow Americans.  I believe that this Committee’s focus should be on legislation that will bring secure, affordable, and clean energy and fuel to the people who entrusted us to be here.    

Thank you

