Mr. Chairman, I am offering an amendment that would strike a provision in Section 309 Biomass Utilization Pilot Program which uses the Clinton Administration's Roadless Rule to define inventoried roadless areas and prohibits activity under the pilot program in these Clinton defined "inventoried roadless areas." 

Here's the problem, the Clinton Roadless rule is severely flawed. Not all areas in the Clinton Rule are even roadless! Some areas designated as roadless in the Clinton rule have 2 lane roads, powerlines, FAA towers and radio towers. Additionally, there are 422,000 acres of private lands, 43,000 acres of state lands, and 29 million acres of federal land managed by agencies other than the Forest Service within the Clinton defined inventoried roadless areas. 

To address the flaws in the Clinton rule, the Forest Service is working with states and local interests to determine how to manage roadless areas--looking at what's best given conditions on the ground not what's best for someone in Washington D.C.. Idaho just recently submitted a petition and is looking forward to working with the Forest Service to determine how best to manage these areas. Additionally, a Wyoming Court is currently considering whether to enjoin the Clinton Rule for the second time.  
Clearly there are issues with the Clinton Rule. What I'm proposing is--lets not put into law a rule that is extremely problematic. Lets allow the Forest Service, working with the states and local communities through the local forest planning process, decide how to manage these lands. 

The last thing we need is another edict from Washington D.C. that is proven flawed and has tremendous impacts on our rural forested communities--especially Idaho forest communities. In my state of Idaho, there are 9.3 million acres of these so called roadless areas--more roadless than any other state. This is almost 1/2 the national forest acreage in the state. 

I urge my colleagues to support this amendment to avoid placing flawed regulatory requirements on an Agency that is already overburdened with red tape. I urge  AYEY vote on my amendment
