Mr. Chairman, I am offering an amendment to the end of  H.R.2337.  My amendment will require that Titles I and II will have no force or effect if the Secretary of Energy determines that provisions of this bill would increase domestic crude oil, natural gas, or petroleum product prices.
I was hoping that this bill would be a bipartisan effort to solve our national energy crisis.  Yes crisis, I believe we are in one.  We are consuming more than we are producing and now the solution to this crisis as offered by the majority, is a bill that will almost entirely cut off our domestic production.  That obviously would be the wrong direction.  Instead, we should increase both  exploration and production domestically.  That is no secret; it’s the rational response to  the circumstances in which we find ourselves and accounting for the dictates of the law of supply and demand. 

Instead of heading us in that rational direction this bill is just plain foolish.  It will eliminate everything that is energy.  The majority's proposal says no to nuclear energy, no to the resources of ANWR, no to our natural gas, no to offshore drilling, no to our vast oil shale deposits, no to hydropower, and no even to green  wind power.  In fact the only energy sources that are promoted by the majority's proposal are Solar and Coal.  Solar has the largest footprint of any option and is entirely unreliable for long term storage of the energy it captures.  While coal may be important to our energy future, we are all aware of the environmental challenges that will be unavoidable with increased reliance on coal.

Americans want clean and efficient energy.  We are demanding more of it.  Oil and natural gas from our federal lands and waters are critical to meeting the nation’s energy needs.  

Our national security dictates that we stop importing so much energy from the Middle East.  It is not only expensive but foolish for us to depend on such politically unstable regions for our energy.  This bill does nothing to reduce our dependence on foreign energy sources or prevent the outsourcing of U.S. based jobs. It will hurt our manufacturing sector badly.

These high fuel prices have been making life tougher and tougher for my constituents.  This is a real issue and we need real solutions.  My amendment will ensure that we will be taking a step in the right direction if this legislation is passed.  
I urge my colleagues to vote Yea on my amendment.

